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2 Curtis Visitors Guide

Onaliey
| & Swiltes
. Newlberry
MIGHIGAN

Free Wi-Fi
Free Hot Breakfast
U.P’s Largest Hot Tub
Gift Shop

Restaurant & Gas Station
Next Door

Centrally located to all major
Upper Peninsula attractions

www.NewberryMichigan.net
Jct. M-28 & M-123, Newberry, MI 49868

www.curtismi.com (800) 860-3819 ¢ (906) 586-3700

WwWw.curtismi.com
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WHAT'’S INSIDE: WELCOME TO
THE CURTIS AREA
4 LOCAL EVENTS

68  CHURCH LISTINGS Where the KOHh
10 HISTORIC MUSEUM ‘fl” ‘[’eelg pare.

16 CANOEING & KAYAKING
Nestled between the Manistique Lakes

18-19  TOURISM BUREAU MEMBERS and surrounded by miles of unspoiled

20-21 AREA FISHING forest, the Curtis area has always been a

place where time slows down just enough
22-23 LAKE SUPERIOR LIGHTHOUSES for you to truly feel it. What began as

24 28 THE BLUE MYSTIQUE INN a quiet lakeside settlement, officially
: established in 1905, has grown into one

27  HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST of the Upper Peninsula’s most loved four-

season destinations—yet it has never lost
sl A e e its small-town heart or its deep connection

WATERFALLS to the land and water that define it.
34-35 22 REASONS TO VISIT Our history is rooted in the early families,

MANISTIQUE fishermen, loggers, and homesteaders
who settled along these shores more
36 MUSHROOM HUNTING than a century ago. Their hard work, grit,

. and strong sense of community shaped
b SRR ORI L the foundation of the town we are proud

40, 43 MUELLER PARK of today. Over the years, Curtis and the
surrounding Manistique Lakes area have
44-45 SENEY WILDLIFE REFUGE become a gathering place for outdoor
GORDON'S RESORT enthusiasts, snowmobilers, families, and
travelers seeking the peace, adventure,
and authenticity that only the Northwoods

i i K K can offer.
Ihzspublzcatzon is a Product ofthe Whether you're here for boating, fishing,
Daily Press, Escanaba, Michigan hiking, snowmobiling, hunting, leaf-
peeping, stargazing, or simply relaxing by
PUBLISHER the water, you'll find something here that
Sarah Greenlund brings you back to center. Our local shops,

) A restaurants, resorts, campgrounds, and
smaki@dailypress.net small businesses—many family-owned for
906.786.2021 Ext. 101 generations—are proud to welcome you

ADVERTISING with that genuine U.P. hospitality you won't

find anywhere else.

COORDINATOR This Visitors Guide was created to help

: you make the most of your time in the
. JCSSIC? Koth Manistique Lakes area. Inside, you'll find
jkoth@dailypress.net highlights of our attractions, events, dining,

906-786-2021 Ext. 115 lodging, trails, and the people who help
make this place unforgettable. It's more

ADVERTISING than a guide—it's an invitation to explore,
discover, and feel at home.

From quiet mornings on the lake to nights
filled with music, bonfires, and community,
we're truly glad you're here. Whether
SIS PullpiTeReeE this is your first visit or your hundredth,

Ext. 101 welcome—and enjoy everything our slice
of the North has to offer.

Want to be included in 20277
_ontact Sarah Greenlund;
Publisher /Advertising Director

Curtis Visitor Guide Welcome to Curtis.
is published by the Daily Press, Welcome to the Manistique Lakes.

600 Ludington Street, Escanaba Welcome to the North.
Michigan 49829. « 906-786-2021

WwWw.curtismi.com
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LOCAL EVENTS

Golf Scramble - July 4th

« 2-Man Scramble Golf Tournament
Part of the "Biggest Little Town Parade" celebration,
which also includes a parade at 12:30 PM, a Lions
Club Chicken BBQ@, beer tents, and fireworks.

4th of July Parade - July 5th

Biggest Little Town Parade in Michigan!

« Music Vendors and Food
Parade starts around Noon to 12:30

- Bands and Refreshments after the parade
Fireworks at Dusk

3 Bridge Walk - September 7th

» Starts on Main Street from 8 a.m. to 12 noon

A fun, non-competitive walk for the community
- Offers a 3/4-mile walk
and 3.5-mile walk

Oktoberfest - October 3rd

« Beer Tent
+ Live Music

Santa Parade -
November 27th

« Celebrate the holiday season
with festive events, including a
visit from Santa (often via fire
truck or specialized arrival) about businesses and
alongside downtown carolers | ENEN NI, top
and local businesses serving of Lake Michigan!
holiday treats.

Check out our
website to learn

www.topofthelake.org K

WwWw.curtismi.com
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GARLYN 200

40 minutes west of the Mackinac Bridge on US-2, Naubinway
906-477-1085 | www.garlynzoo.com £

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Wildwood

Mennonite Church
Sunday School
10:00am - 10:45am
Worship
10:45am - 11:30am
W15403 Sandtown Rd.

Engadine, M| 49827
906-586-3336

Engadine
Methodist
Church

W13970 Park Ave.
Engadine, MI 49827

906-477-9989

These area churches offer visitors a warm
welcome and a glimpse into the heart of
this close-knit Upper Peninsula community.
Rooted in generations of faith, tradition,
and neighborly spirit, these congregations
serve not only as places of worship, but also
as gathering spaces where friendships are
formed and community life flourishes.

Whether you’re spending a quiet
weekend at the lake, enjoying =

of this small northern town,
you’ll find open doors and
friendly faces in Curtis. From
historic rural chapels to vibrant
parish communities, the churches
here reflect the town’s heritage and
its enduring values of hospitality,
service, and faith.

Visitors are always welcome to join in
worship, community events, or simply to
experience the peaceful atmosphere that

makes Curtis such a special place to
call home — even if just for a while.

Lakefield
Community

Chapel

24230 County
Road 98,
McMillan M1, 49853

SERVICE TIME
SUNDAY

MORNING
AT 11:00 A.M.

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Grace Lutheran - Germfask Ml

(906) 586-6900

7920 Pine St,
Germfask, Ml

8 miles South of Seney
10 miles North of US 2

WORSHIP
8:00 AM

gracegermfasklcms@gmail.com

Trinity Lutheran - Newberry Ml

(906) 293-9340

711 Newberry Ave,
Newberry, Ml,

28 ml South of Tahquamenon
Falls State Park

WORSHIP
10:00 AM

trinitynewberrylcms@gmail.com

Bethlehem Lutheran - Engadine Ml

(906) 293-9340

N8696 M-117,

Engadine, Mi
7 miles North of US 2
8.5 miles South of M28

WORSHIP
11:45 AM

bethlehemlcmsengadine@gmail.com

WwWw.curtismi.com
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PO Box 86 - W17114 Main Street
Curtis, MI 49820
Website: www.sttimothycurtis.org
FB Page: St. Timothy’s Mission

Fr. Jacek Wtyklo (Pastor)
(906) 293-5511

*

Sunday Mass @ 11:00 am
Saturday Mass @ 4:00 pm (June 28 ~ August 29 only)
Wednesday Mass @ 10:30 am

Confessions are offered before Sunday Mass or by appointment only

July 5th - Sunday Mass @ 9:00 am

August 9th - Sunday Mass
Outdoor Mass and Family Picnic 11:00 am
North Manistique Lake Park
3366 C.R. 478, McMillon, MI

T S U e

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Comfort at it’s finest

Check out our events by

scanning here ]

11042 S. Strongs Rd
Eckerman, MI 49728
Ph. 906-274-4146 sy N

Find us on Facebook T

wmervelaa mmbacs= Merikam ol d

Over 100 Years of Serving Our Community.

WWW.STATESAVINGSBANK.COM

WwWw.curtismi.com
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HISTORIC MUSEUM

OLD POST OFFICE MUSEUM

The current Curtis Post Office
(ZIP code 49820) is located
at 17194 Main St, serving the
unincorporated community in
Michigan's Mackinac County.

While the area was settled
in 1884, the nearby, historically
significant  Old  Post  Office
Museum, a five-sided structure
on the Michigan Register of
Historic Sites, is actually located in Grand Marais, MI, a historic, scenic
village situated on the south shore of Lake Superior, serving as the
eastern gateway to the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, directly north
of Curtis.

This 1905 building functioned as a post office for nearly 70 years and
is often associated with early Upper Peninsula postal history. (Courtesy
photo)

Snowy Owl Lodge

& G\les‘l' oNse

Luxury Lakefront Cabin on
The Big Manistique Lake

906-458-5076 www.snowyowllodge.com

- 9 Full Hook-Up Sites - Centrally Located
- Modern Campground - Dumping Station

- Cabin/RV Rentals - Coin Laundry
- Electric & Water - Canoe, Kayak &
- Hot Showers Tube Rentals

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Be Your Best You.

« Complimentary Consultations

« Custom Medical Grade Skincare

- Laser Hair Removal

« IPL Treatments

« Laser Skin Rejuvenation

« Neurotoxins & Filler Injectables

« PRP & PRP Derma - natural
regeneration & growth

« EmpowerRF - Women's Wellness

- TED Hair Restoration

Manistique Location:
241 S Cedar St., Manistique MI 49854

*Urinary Incontinence/Sexual Health

« Morpheus8- Skin Rejuvenation
* Body Contouring & Tightening

« Laser/Chemical Peels

« Micro-Needling

« Laser Tattoo Removal

« Laser Nail Fungus Treatment

« GLPI Weight Management

« Red Light Therapy

« Lymphatic Drainage Therapy

« Hair « Nails « Massage « Makeup

« Lashes. Waxing. Hydrafacial

Laura Everhart, PharmD - Founder » Peter Weigel, MD - Medical Director

o@ @ellejayaestheticstudio - ellejayaestheticstudio.com
906.553.4888

Gladstone Location:

823 Delta Ave., Ste. 101 Gladstone, MI 49837

WwWw.curtismi.com

1M1

(D elle jay

ATSTHRETI &

Welcome to Elle Jay Aesthetic
Studio, a luxurious med spa and
salon in the beautiful Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. We offer
clients an exquisite blend of
artistry and science to enhance
natural beauty!

At Elle Jay, we strive to provide
the most effective and desired
treatments and services to help
you look and feel your best.

Our exceptional team members
are highly trained and trusted in
their fields and provide safe and
effective solutions to leave you
feeling and looking refreshed and
renewed!

Are you looking for unique
solutions to treat your mind, body
and soul? Pampering, primping,
preventive maintenance, we have
something for Every Body!

/%ﬂyaa? bes (‘/{u y
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Your trust is my mission!
Love where you live! /

Betsy Pollaski

Realtor

W17274 Main Street
PO Box 494

Curtis, Mi 49820
Mobile: 906.287.0617
Office: 906.586.9606

2 4.

Email: betzpollaski@gmail.com
Web: elizabethpollaski.ikeyrealty.com

Happy to Help with all your Real Estate need!

www.watsonsmarina.com

W17225 Main St., PO Box 37, Curtis, MI 49820
906-586-9731 ¢ email: wmarina@sbcglobal.net

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Canoeing & Kayaking

AuTrain River

Meandering north from the AuTrain
Lake Campground approximately 10
miles to Lake Superior and offers a
four-to six hour canoe trip beginning
at the Forest Service boat launch.

ALL NEWLY REMODELED WITH GREAT RATES!
In Summer: Close to shopping, sport shops, bait and
pontoon rentals. Cabins sleep 2-6 people - Cable TV

Closed in the winter.

Convenience Store: Beer, Wine & Package Liquor
Tire Service Premium Gas - Outboard & Snowmobile Oils
Toll-Free 800-542-3474 * (906) 586-9832 * Box 279, Curtis MI 49820
Website: www.superiorsights.com/kozysresort

NS
CARMEUSE

Lime & Stone
Port Inland Operation
1BW County Rd. 432,

Gulliver, MI 49840
906.978.7013

Big Island Lake

Offering secluded canoeing, fishing,
hiking and camping opportunities
with more than 20 inland lakes and
woodlands. Big Island Lake covers
6,606 acres and is primarily roadless,
with limited access to motorized
vehicles to three of the lakes.

Toy Business for Bisioses sines 1840,

249 W. Washington St., Marquette
906-228-2500

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Canoeing & Kayaking

Big Cedar Campground

Take arelaxing trip on the Manistique
River through the southern portions
of the Seney Wildlife Refuge. Located
on Hwy. M-77 in Germfask.

Indian River

Located at Fish Lake, Approximately

36 miles Northeast of Manistique,
almost 36 miles long and offers
excellent canoeing.

USDA National Qutffitters

Canoeing or non-motorized boats
are allowed at several of the lakes and
rivers located within the Hiawatha
National Forest.

Flowing Well Campground

Situated on the banks of the
Sturgeon River, offers camping,
fishing, picnicking and canoeing in this
serene setting.

Northland OQuffitters

Take a relaxing trip in a kayak or
canoe down one of those beautiful
rivers. Choose from day trips as short
as | 1/2 hours to overnight trips from
2 to 7 days.

st dining

Digin to the late

) o
and drink spec1als.
FAMOUS SMASH BURGP:R?SH

LAKE SUPERIOR WHITEF
BROASTED CHICKEN »
DAILY DINNER SPECIA

24896 County Road 98, McMillan, MI 49853
906-240-9919 WE ARE LOCAL AND

VETERAN OWNED

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Birch Shores Resort
N 10080 CR 135
McMillan MI, 49853
Phone: (906) 586-3771

The Belvedere Grand
P.0. Box 399

Curtis MI, 49820

Phone: (906) 586-6000
Toll Free: (800) 292-0440

Kozy’s Resort

279 Main St., P.0. Box 253
Curtis MI, 49820

Toll Free: (800) 542-3474

Log Cabin Resort & Campground

W18024 County Road H-42, P.0. Box 9
Curtis M, 49820

Phone: (906) 586-9732

Toll Free: (888) 879-6448

Manilak Resort
Manilak Drive W16930
McMillan MI, 49853
Phone: (906) 586-328¢
Toll Free: (800) 587-32

Pine Bluff Resort
N 10140 CR 135 (Hwy.
McMillan MI, 49853
Phone: (906) 586-695(

Sand and Stars Re
N 8694 CR H-33
Curtis MI, 49820
Phone: (906) 286-210¢

Sherman’s Resort
P.0.Box 116

Curtis MI, 49820
Phone: (906) 586-6761



TAUR PLAY

70V &

Sunset Pines Resort | Above the

sort Bridge Outdoors
W17461 Norton Road
Gould City MI, 49838

; Phone: (906) 586-6601

and Campground Sunset Pointe Resort
P.0. Box 219
Curtis MI, 49820
Phone: (906) 586-9531
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Coattail Lake*
53 acres. Northern pike, large
mouth bass, pumpkinseed sunfish,
brown bullhead

Big Bass Lake
293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,

Herman Lake

85 acres. Large & Small mouth
bass, northern pike, bluegill,

yellow perch

Beaton Lake
46 acres. Large & small mouth
bass, pumpkinseed sunfish

Big Island Lake*
130 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, muskellunge,
bluegill

Blue JoeLake
30 acres. Small mouth
bass, bluegill
Boot Lake
121 acres. Walley, northern pike,
large mouth bass, bluegill

Byers Lake*

149 acres. Northern pike, large

mouth bass, bluegill,
brown bullhead

Clear Lake

109 acres. Large mouth bass, small

mouth bass, yellow perch

Colwell Lake
153 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, black crappie,
bluegill

Cookson Lake

35 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill

Crooked Lake
190 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, black crappie,
bluegill, pumpkinseed sunfish

East Lake
54 acres. Large mouth bass,
pumpkinseed sunfish, yellow
perch, brown bullhead

Grassy Lake Lake
176 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, muskelunge,
bluegill

pumpkinseed sunfish

Hutt Lake
18 acres. Large mouth bass, blue-
gill, yellow perch

Indian Lake
8,400 acres. Yellow perch,
walleye, northern pike,
muskellunge, rock bass, small
mouth bass, bluegill

Ironjaw Lake
293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch

Klondike Lake*

293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch

Leg Lake
46 acres. Large & small mouth

bass, pumpkinseed sunfish

Doryousloye

nistioueNa
ﬂ@%%@ oRds Anglens G

OURIEROJEGEN

* Frostbite Ice Fishing Contest 1st Saturday in February
* Fish Clash Fishing Contest 2nd Saturday in June

o 4h of JUIY Celebration in Curtis kids games to help them learn about fish
U Walleye Stocking Big and South Manistique lakes
¢ Wolf Rd Pier Maintenance

® Fish Cribs south & Big Manistique Lakes. Sponsored by individuals or businesses
® 906 Festival Booth information and membership signup

ISk

WE ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING

NEW MEMBERSHIP FOR PAG!

Sign=Uprsheetstareravailablelanlinetoratiiocallvusinessestandiiesentst @@9

Betsy Pollaski, President

906-287-0617 * www.portageanglersclub.com

(SHINSANE

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Lily Lake
130 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, muskellunge,
bluegill
Little Bass Lake
30 acres. Small mouth bass,
bluegill
McKeever Lake
121 acres. Walley, northern pike,
large mouth bass, bluegill
Minera Lake

149 acres. Northern pike, large
mouth bass, bluegill,
brown bullhead

Muleshoe Lake

109 acres. Large mouth bass, small
mouth bass, yellow perch

Big Murphy Lake
53 acres. Northern pike, large
mouth bass, pumpkinseed sunfish,
brown bullhead

Petes Lake
293 acres. Large mouth bass,

northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch

Rumble Lake
293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch
Sand Lake
46 acres. Large & small mouth
bass, pumpkinseed sunfish
Steuben Lake
130 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, muskellunge,
bluegill
Swan Lake
30 acres. Small mouth bass,
bluegill

Three Island Lake

121 acres. Walley, northern pike,

large mouth bass, bluegill

Thunder Lake

149 acres. Northern pike, large
mouth bass, bluegill,
brown bullhead

Tom's Lake

109 acres. Large mouth bass,
small mouth bass, yellow perch

Townloine Lake
53 acres. Northern pike, large

mouth bass, pumpkinseed sunfish,

brown bullhead

Triangle Lke
293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch

Vance Lake
293 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, bluegill,
yellow perch

Verdant Lake
46 acres. Large & small mouth
bass, pumpkinseed sunfish

Wedge Lake
130 acres. Large mouth bass,
northern pike, muskellunge,
bluegill

*Wilderness regulations apply
to this body of water. Check
the DNR fishing guide for more
information: https://www.
michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/
fishing/fishing-regulations.

'UNDER- NEW MANAGEMENT

TS FISHING TIME!

Located in Curtis, Ml
Live bait & huge assortment of
“lures, poles and tackle
Call for more info: 906-586-6040

WwWw.curtismi.com
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LAKE SUPERIOR
LIGHTHOUSES .
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THE BLUE MY STIGQUE INN

More than just a play to stay, The
Blue Mystique Inn offers guests
a full experience of relaxation,
luxury, and fine dining. With each
night's stay, guests enjoy a full sit-
down breakfast, freshly prepared
and elegantly served. This touch of
class sets the Inn apart, as it offers
such a unique level of comfort and
hospitality. This uniqueness brings
the guests back every year. Elizabeth
Douglas, owner of The Blue
Mystique Inn, continues to express
her gratitude for the community's
support, stating: "The community's
enthusiasm has been instrumental
in our success, with private parties,
and reservations for dining at Chef's
Table. | am absolutely thrilled at
the number of guests who, upon
departing, immediately reserve their
next stay".

Elizabeth envisioned having fine
dining at the Inn. Chef Joshua and
wife Lore have brought that vision to
life with Chef's Table. "We started
off small by offering dinner just to
our guests, and the demand quickly
grew. We now offer this event to the
public Thursdays through Sundays".
This intimate dining experience,
which  has gained immense
popularity, offers a 6 to 8 course
Dinner tailored to guests dietary
needs. Because we limit the seatings
to 12 guests, dinner reservations
are required. To make a reservation
please phone 775-997-3741.

During the meal, Chef Joshua and
his wife Lore personally serve and
discuss each course, enhancing the
culinary experience.

Victoria George, Executive
Director of Schoolcraft Tourism and
Commerce, praised the impact of
the Inn on the local tourism scene,
remarking: "The Blue Mystique Inn
has quickly become a cherished
addition to  our  community,
offering both residents and visitors
a distinctive lodging and dining
experience while Elizabeth's
dedication to providing exceptional
service has truly set a new standard
for hospitality in Manistique".

Nestled in the heart of Michigan's
Upper Peninsula, The Blue Mystique
Inn is central to major attractions
including Big Springs Kitch-iti-kipi,
Pictured Rocks, Seul Choix Point
Lighthouse, Fayette State Park, and
many others. The Blue Mystique
Inn's immediate attractions include
parks, trails, dining, (contd. page 28)

Elizabeth Douglas, owner and operator of The Blue
Mystique Inn, entertains in the bed and breakfast's
formal dining room . (Photo by VIBE Photography)

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Indulge in the exclusive Chef's Table at THE BLUE
MYSTIQUE INN, where a sophisticated atmosphere
blends with outstanding dining. This stunning venue
sets the perfect stage for your culinary adventure.

Chef Joshua creates a customized four to six-
course meal, accommodating all dietary restrictions.
With its enchanting ambiance and exquisite dishes,
it's the ideal setting for celebrating birthdays, anni-
versaries, engagements, or any special event.

Join us, it's FUN!

For additional info: TheBlueMystiquelnn.com
Room Reservations: 906-221-5371
Chef's Dinner Reservations: 775-997-3741

Wine Tasting & Sales

6917 Burns Rd., Germfask, MI 49836
906-450-1541

Open May 19 - October 10, 2026
Tuesday thru Saturday 11am to 5:30pm

Celebrating 10 years!

Follow us on Facebook
for information &
upcoming events.

endoftheroadwinerymi.com

WwWw.curtismi.com
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(GORDON’S
RESORT

- Downtown Curtis, Michigan -

Log Cabins

Located on Portage Creek 906-586-9761
OPEN ALL YEAR www.gordonsresort.com

"*Service & Repair of All Recreational Toys""

D0d o DIld d dl 1S 210’ U

(906) 586-3552

South Bay Pontoon Dealer Yamaha Outboards
Mid-Town Curtis ® W17256 Main Street ¢ Curtis, MI 49820

Curb
Side

Service

201 Chippewa Avenue,
Manistique, MI 49854 Home Of The

“BIG C”
906-341-6021 Burger

WwWw.curtismi.com
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HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST

27

Named after Longfellow’s poem
“The Song of Hiawatha,” the
Hiawatha National Forest is located
in the wild and scenic Central

and Eastern Upper Peninsula
of Michigan, and is sometimes
nicknamed the "Great Lakes
National Forest".

Hiawatha National Forest
encompasses 880,000 acres,
and receives over 1.5 million

recreational visits per year. The
forest's dramatic shorelines lie

Seney

National Wil

Painted Turtles Trumpeter Swaf

—

il

Photo credits: Ring Neck Duck, Susan
DeBeauvoir; Trumpeter Swan, Beavers,
Teresa McGill; Painted Turtles, Erika Belanger.

' dli’fe Refuge

Beavers

nestled up to Lakes Superior,
Huron and Michigan -- three of the
five great lakes, and affords visitors
access to white sand beaches and
relatively undeveloped shorelines.
For more information on
camping, hiking, hunting, fishing
and other recreational activities
contact the Hiawatha National
Forest, Manistique Ranger District
at 906-341-5666 or visit: https://
www.recreation.gov.

] v
~ Open Day[iyfr'!‘ Hours
* Drive 10 miles of auto trails =~ |
* Hike 10 miles of trails e
 Bike 60 miles of roads
 Observe and photograph wildlife
o Birdwatch e Fish ¢ Hunt

* Paddle the Manistique

o Seasonal Tours and Programs

Visitor center

T r—— e

WWW fws.guv/refuge/sen

e
WWW- facfiook com/senevrefuge

www.friendsofsen

sofse | -
Paid for by the Friends of Seney National Wildlife Refuge

WwWw.curtismi.com
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THE BLUE MYSTIQUE INN CONTINUED

shopping, and nightlife; all within a
short walking distance. So, whether
it is a desire for a simple relaxing
retreat or a regional exploration,
The Blue Mystique Inn provides
for the opportunity for both, and

with  exceptional comfort and
convenience.

Elizabeth Douglas, as Owner/
Operator/Concierge, personally

oversees every detail of the Inn:
e Elegant decor
e Breakfast; where guests gather as
strangers and leave as Friends
e Famous  charcuterie  boards
featuring local Lake Michigan caught
smoked whitefish
¢ Displaying, Marketing, and the
Promoting of local Artists
* Hosting special Events including
the Fireside Salon, the Writing North
Bookfest with Upper Michigan
'‘book-signing' Authors, and more
e Community participation in many
local Events

The Inn is open year-round, so
Winter travelers can also appreciate
the historic home's warm cozy
retreat, fresh  pristine rooms,
fireplaces, down comforters, and
overall charm. For additional info
visit TheBlueMystiquelnn.com.

Curtis Visitors Guide

Elizabeth Douglas, owner and operator of The
Blue Mystique Inn, expressed her gratitude for the
community's support. "Our first summer tourist
season exceeded expectations, and we're thrilled to
have returning guests," she said. "The community's
enthusiasm has been instrumental in our success."
(Photo by VIBE Photography)

Find us on f

230 Arbutus Ave. Manistique, Ml 49854
(906) 221-5371 * thebluemystiqueinn.com

WwWw.curtismi.com
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area—one of the best places in the UP to explore
relax, and make lifelong memories. If your visit
has you thinking “we could live here,” Grover
Real Estate can help. With 12 experienced agents
and offices in Manistique and Newberry, we're
the trusted local team for cabins, land, and
homes across the Central UP.

Newberry Office

Kristine McCraren - 906-630-1834

Manistique Office

Abbey Wood - 906-450-0222
Travis Wood - 906-450-5080
Corrina Johnson - 906-286-2978
David Bleau - 906-450-3120

Jim Wethy - 906-450-278

Delaney Zellar - 906-286-3881
Molly Gregurash - 906-450-1727

Be sure to follow us

on social media!
www.GroverRealEstate.com

G 906-341-2131 - Manistique Office @
906-630-1834 - Newberry Office

WwWw.curtismi.com
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LODGING

EAST BREAKWATER LIGHTHOUSE

MANISTIOUE MARINA |
MACKINAW TRAIL WINERY TASTING RooM || BUDGET HOSTINN
CARL D. BRADLEY LAKEVIEW PARK ~ 6031 W US Hwy 2
MANISTIOUE BOARDWALK I © 906.341.2552
MANISTIOUE GENTRAL PARK L COLONIAL MOTEL

) HISTORIC WATER TOWER / SIPHON BRIDGE [*** 1119 E. Lakeshore Drive

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION LABORATORY || 906.341.6656

THOMPSON STATE FISH HATCHERY . COMFORT INN
5 i} INDIAN LAKE STATE PARK 617 Lakeshore Drive
g BISHOP BARAGA SHRINE 906.341 6981
o~ Al @ RAINEY WILDLIFE AREA B ECONO LODGE
i ) THOMPSON HISTORICAL SITE

- 1101 E. Lakeshore Dr.
= 906.341.6014
MANISTIQUE SANDS
6770W US Hwy 2

KEWADIN CASIND

KITCH-ITI-KIP| / PALMS BOOK STATE PARK
SEUL CHOIX POINT LIGHTHOUSE

SENEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

COLWELL LAKE PATHWAY 906.341.2410

PINE MARTEN RUN HARBOR MOTEL
. FAYETTE HISTORIC STATE PARK 311 Cedar St.
. BEMNY THE BEARD FISHER 906.341.5191

HAYWIRE GRADE TRAIL HOLIDAY MOTEL

5939 W US Hwy 2

906.341.2710

NORTHSHORE MOTEL

801 E Lakeshore Dr.

906.341.4151

STAR MOTEL

1142 E Lakeshore Dr.

906.341.5363

il LBl QUALITY INN & SUITES
- 905 E Lakeshore Dr.

906.341.3777

MORE AREA
ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

BEAUTIFUL LAKE MICHIGAN BEACHES
FISHING/BIKING/HIKING

ORV TRAILS (FAMOUS HAYWIRE GRADE)
GEOCACHE

D To_ TAHQUAMENON FALLS

SNOWMOBILE RENTALS

SNOWMOBILING 150 MILES OF GROOMED TRAILS
) U E ‘ 0 M ICE FISHING ON MULTIPLE INLAND LAKES
u SNOWSHOEING » CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

EBEN ICE CAVES

WwWw.curtismi.com
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MUSHROOM HUNTING

Spring in Michigan signals one
thing: morel mushroom season. With
their rich, earthy flavor, morels are a
springtime delicacy. And judging
by the fervor that overtakes local
foragers this time of year, it's clear
that finding them is more than half
the fun.

Because morels are nearly
impossible to farm, they must be
foraged where they grow naturally.
Exactly where and why they appear
is part science, part folklore and part
pure luck.

Morels depend on a
mix of temperature,

moisture, soil
conditions and tree
types. Disturbed

ground, burned areas

and clear-cuts can also

be productive. Every

forager has a theory,

but success usually comes down to
research, patience, sharp eyes and
timing.

Michigan’s forests, riverbanks and
rolling hills offer prime habitat. The
challenge is figuring out where
they're popping up this year. Two
rules never change: spring is the
season, and no one shares their
secret spots.

Curtis Visitors Guide

As the ground thaws and
temperatures rise, morel season
begins. From April through May,
foragers head into the woods with
mesh bags, small knives and plenty
of optimism.

Morels favor hardwood forests —
especially around ash, elm and oak
trees — and moist, well-drained
soil. Riverbanks, wooded slopes and
recently burned areas are good bets.
Pro tip: if you're hunting early in the
season, check the sunny side of a hill

first.

Thatsaid, morels love
to surprise. They've
been found in forests,
fields, roadsides and
even city mulch. A
spot that produced
one year may be
empty the next. State
and county parks are a
smart place to start.

Spotting a morel peeking through
leaf litter never gets old. Their
cone-shaped caps blend in easily,
making each discovery feel like a
win. When harvesting, cut the stem
near ground level — don't pull
— to help encourage regrowth.
Carrying morels away in a net bag
is recommended, as it helps spread
spores for abundant future seasons.

WwWw.curtismi.com
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WE ARE FIRED UP TO SERVE YOU!

Wl 1298 Ma St, Curtls, IVIT 49820

Wrinas

. Famzly friendly baﬁa‘estaurant smoked food,
smash ‘burgers; wings: W1ﬁe Var1ety of beer *"' -'

/ r' 4 ﬂand#lzquor"nd ore "(\ i’g_ \

S INN— » SLED DOGS
Luxurious lakeside bed & Learn how to drive your own dogsled
breakfast located in downtown team or ride along with an experienced
Curtis guide
e Open year-round e Located near McMillan, 30 minutes from
e Located within walking distance of Curtis
multiple restaurants and local shops e Fully guided 10 mile trips
e Spacious rooms, common areas and o Sled and stay packages available with Lake
outdoor patio Effect Inn
lakeeffectinn.com (906)-748-0513 natureskennel.com

WwWw.curtismi.com
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Michigan
Department of
Natural Resources

Snowmobile Trails
Schoolcraft County

Updated: 02/19/2025
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Federal land
Lakes and rivers
"= County boundary
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@
Michigan.gov/Snowmob

Curtis Visitors Guide
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MUELLER TOWNSHIP PARK

PARK TO BE EXPANDED IN MUELLER TOWNSHIP

By R. R. Branstrom
GULLIVER — Schoolcraft County’s
Mueller  Township is looking
forward to the development of a
multi-use outdoor recreation park
that should be completed this year.
On Quarry Road in Gulliver,
a park currently hosts a small
playground for younger children.
But after being issued a Michigan
Spark Grant a couple years ago,
the township has been working
on plans to develop the site into
something more akin to a sports
complex.
Administered by the Council for
Michigan Foundations (CMF) in
partnership with the Michigan

Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), Michigan Spark Grants
were designed to help local
communities create, renovate
and redevelop public recreation
opportunities for residents and
visitors in the aftermath of the
COVID pandemic.

The state granted $380,000
towards the Mueller Township Park
Renovation.  (contd. page 43)

af

—
T

A Quiet Lakefront Resort on Big Manistique Lake
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom cottages

TheLoon's
Nest Resort

906-586-3525 ® www.loonsnestresort.com

OPEN ALL YEAR

Clean & Neat- Cable TV- High speed WiFi- Dock & Boat lifts-Bonfire wood on site-Free use of
Kayaks, paddle boards, and canoe. Beautiful 2 mile loop driveway through the woods.

WwWw.curtismi.com
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PI1ZZA « ICE CREAM  SUBS e« GIFTS
SPECIALTY COFFEE » FUEL * & MORE!

“oroer 906.586.3310

LOCAL AND VETERAN OWNED
23981 CO RD 98, MCMILLAN, Ml

FOLLOW ON FACEBOOK
FOR SPECIALS AND
MORE INFORMATION

li& I ii
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| Z,Ll,

1 ﬂ""-
/7 ()/l ] Book your stay with us!

The Cedarview

Home on South Manistique Lake
3 Bedroom 3 1/2 Bath sleeps 9
Pontoon, Kayaks and Paddle

Boat included E- E
Curtis, Mi T 1
419-769-2626
uplakehouse.com [m]

Here to Serve Your
Growing Property Needs!

Cummings-McCraney Real Estate
Established 1960
Visit our website:

www.cummingsmccraney.com

Newberry Main Office Curtis Branch Office
(906) 293-5138 (906) 586-9812
cmre@up.net cmrecurtis@att.net

BOAT/PONTOON/ATU/SXS  SALES/SERVIGE/RENTALS

www.curtisadventures.com
www.FISHANDHUNTSHOP.com

Curtis, MI - 906-586-9531
.00 |

WwWw.curtismi.com
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MUELLER TOWNSHIP PARK CONTINUED

In the central Upper Peninsula on
thenorthersshore of Lake Michigan,
Mueller Township is rife with lands
ideal for outdoor recreation, and
the new development aims to take
advantage of that opportunity.

Beginning in spring 2026, the
township aims to put in multi-
purpose  courts for  tennis,

pickleball and basketball at the
premises; develop a walking trail

with activity centers along it; install
a playground for larger children;
erect new bathrooms; and install a
bike repair station.

Bicycling is a popular activity in
the Upper Peninsula in the summer,
and the park in Gulliver is not too
far from the famed Iron Belle Trail,
which is a system that covers over
2,000 miles. In Schoolcraft County,
it runs along U.S. Highway 2.

WELCOME TO
SUMMER FUN!

Cabin & Boat Rentals,
Swimming,
Fishing,

UP Attraction & More.

BOOK EARLY!

The Sleepy Eyed Goose Resort
Owners — Les and Kristi
Located on Big Manistique Lake
Curtis Michigan
906-586-3368

www.upperpeninsula-cabins.com

WwWw.curtismi.com
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SENY WILDLIFE REFUGE

Curtis Visitors Guide

The refuge offers people a chance to unplug and relax. Everyone is welcome to enjoy the wide variety of activities
available at the refuge. Stop in at the visitor center and see the exhibits. Observe and photograph wildlife. Go fishing or
hunting. Teachers bring your students for a field trip. Or grab a basket and come foraging for wild edibles.

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/seney/visit-us
By R. R. Branstrom

Seney National Wildlife Refuge is
a place of excitement and wonder
where wildlife comes first, and
people are encouraged to explore
and learn about the natural world.
Located in the eastern Upper
Peninsula and including some of
the Lake Superior State Forest, it is
known for the vistas and wildlife of
its forests and wetlands.

Established in 1935 as a refuge and
breeding ground for migratory birds
and other wildlife, Seney is part of
the larger National Wildlife Refuge
System that offers the public scenic
environments in which to unplug
from the stresses of daily life and
reconnect with natural surroundings.
At Seney National Wildlife Refuge
— a meeting place between
wetlands, waters and forests —
visitors can drive, walk, bicycle or

4 )

= J

paddle through habitats that offer
opportunities to encounter a variety
of migratory birds and other native
wildlife.

About 80 miles to the northeast,
on the coast of Lake Superior, is
the Whitefish Point Unit of the
Seney National Wildlife Refuge.
The location is renowned for its
concentrations of birds funneling
through the point during migration;
it's the northernmost point of the
Upper Peninsula and is just about 15
miles from Canada across a narrow
point of the lake to form the mouth
of Whitefish Bay. The Whitefish Point
Unit has an elevated boardwalk
which  takes visitors  through
cobblestone deposits and stunted
jack pines out to the tip of the point.
The boardwalk and other trails are
popular with birders and are open
year-round to nature enthusiasts,
photographers, hikers and runners.

Due to ongoing improvement
projects at Seney refuge, made
possible through the Great American
Outdoors Act, the Pine Ridge Nature
Trail and the Show Pool Access Area
remain partially closed in 2026.
Despite these closures, there are still
plenty of wildlife-related recreational
opportunities available.

WwWw.curtismi.com
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SENY WILDLIFE REFUGE

The Seney National Wildlife Refuge and its Whitefish Point Unit are nestled in the eastern portion of Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. These tracts of land are a birders paradise with abundant populations of trumpeter swans, common
loons, osprey, bald eagles and hundreds of other bird species. Stop by and enjoy your public lands.

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/seney

The temporary visitor center and
office, located at 1986 Manistique
River Road/County Road 436 —
about six miles south of the Refuge
Entrance Road — is open from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through
Saturdays between May 15 and Oct.
20.

Access  wildlife  observation
opportunities in a variety of ways,
- Driving: Watch for wildlife along
the 7-mile Marshland Wildlife Drive
or 8.5-mile Fishing Loop. Both
drives start at the end of the Refuge
Entrance Road off M77. These
roads are narrow and winding, not
appropriate for large vehicles.
- Hiking: Unless otherwise stated, all
the refuge roads and backcountry
are open to hiking. Hiking trails can
be found at the Temporary Visitor
Center and the Northern Hardwoods
access area. The trails at the visitor
center are relatively short — a
quarter-mile field loop and a one-
mile forested loop with glimpses of
the river. The Northern Hardwoods
Access Area has a larger system of
trails. Portions of the Pine Ridge
Nature Trail are accessible from the
Show Pool access area, but expect
temporary closures due to on-going
construction projects.

- Biking: Unless otherwise stated,
all of the refuge roads are open to
bicycling. Bicycles are not allowed
on hiking trails or off-road. The
Northern Hardwoods access area
is a good starting location. Cyclists
should make sure to have a map.

- Fishing: People may fish along the
shore of the Fishing Loop, C3 Pool,
or rivers. Check the fishing brochure
to learn about specific dates and
regulations.

- Hunting: Hunting on the refuge is a
more traditional experience focusing
predominately on upland species.
Check the hunting brochure to learn
about huntable species, open areas,
and regulations.

- Paddling: The Manistique River
flows through the southeast corner
of the refuge, providing canoeists
and kayakers a four-hour float amid
pine and deciduous forests, with
no houses to disrupt the natural
scenery. Note: Boats and other
floatation devices are not allowed
on refuge pools.

WwWw.curtismi.com
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An interior of one of the cabins at Gordon's Resort is shown. Tongue-
and-groove pine cover the walls, and the decor is chosen with "warm
and cozy details that echo the Upper Peninsula.” (Courtesy photo)
By R. R. Branstrom

Located on Portage Creek near
where it feeds into South Manistique
Lake, Gordon’s Resort offers rental
cabins to visitors year-round. This
April marks 80 years of family
ownership.

Current owner Sally Gibbons now
operates the Curtis business whose
three cabins with multiple bedrooms
and amenities make great vacation
destinations or stopping points for
many.

Before her father, Frank Gordon,
bought the place in 1946, it was
“Waterbury’s Resort,” named for the
previous owners.

“(My father) took two of the cabins
and made them into a motel with a
couple sleeping units in between ...
andhe putin plumbing,” Gibbons said
with a chuckle. Gordon transformed
the old-fashioned cabins from rustic
into homey — They used to advertise
that you could “keep house” at a
resort cabin, since there were indoor
bathrooms and amenities. Such
luxury wasn’t common when camping
in the '50s, especially in the U.P.

"We're a really good spot for
people who want to take a day trip to
Tahquamenon Falls or Soo Locks or
Fayette ghost town. You know, we're
right kind of in the middle of all that,”

47

GORDON'’'S RESORT

A year-round U.P. destination

Gibbons said. “So you can fish, you
can come home, build bonfire and
have your cabin. And if you want to
go somewhere during the day for a
field trip, then there’s lots of things
to do and see within an hour or two
drive.”

Curtis itself becomes a destination
during certain events, like the Fourth
of July, weekly music in the park, and
the winter carnival that happens each
February.

The resort property once owned
by Frank Gordon was divided up
amongst his children. The portion
Sally  Gibbons maintains is a
consistently-operating business that
offers three rental cabins — two of
which her husband built.

The older cabin has three bedrooms,
while the two newer ones — erected
about 25 to 30 years ago — have
two bedrooms. All have full kitchens;
outdoors, each features a deck.

Cabins 1 and 2 at Gordon's Resort in Curtis are two-bedroom, fully-
furnished vacation homes with full kitchens and centrally located in
the mid-eastern Upper Peninsula. (Courtesy photo)

Each rental cabin contains the
following amenities: “a full-size
fridge, stove/oven, microwave, tub-
shower, satellite TV, gas grill, coffee
maker, and mostly queen-sized
beds. Each cabin comes with a large
living area, deck along with beautiful
views of South Manistique Lake and
Portage Creek,” reads a listing for
Gordon’s Resort on Pure Michigan
(https://www.michigan.org).



THE HEART OF THE
MANISTIQUE LAKES AREA

(906)586-3700 * curtiscofc@sbcglobal.net
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THE VILLAGE OF CURTIS BETWEEN THE MANISTIQUE LAKES
CALL OR CHECK THE WEB FOR OUR YEAR OF EXCITING EVENTS FOR
WINTER ¢ SPRING ¢ SUMMER e FALL ¢ YEAR-ROUND
FroOSTBITE PIKE CONTEST ® GROOMED SNOWMOBILE TRAILS ® CURTIS FALL FESTIVAL
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE & CELEBRATION ® SEASONAL FISHING CONTEST

WWW.CURTISCHAMBER.COM

THE MEmMBERS AND AsSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE MANISTIQUE LAKES
AREA Tourism Bureau WELCOME You.

¢ BIRCH SHORES RESORT ¢ THE BELVEDERE GRAND ¢ KOZY'S RESORT
LOG CABIN RESORT & CAMPGROUND
MANILAK RESORT ¢ PINE BLUFF RESORT ¢ SAND & STARS RESORT
SHERMAN'S RESORT ¢ SUNSET PINES RESORT
SUNSET POINTE RESORT

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:
FISH AND HUNT SHOP e STATE SAVINGS BANK

www.curtismi.com




